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. Educational Placement

. Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

. Integration

. Inclusive Education

Biklen

. Education For All Handicapped children Act

. Incheon declaration

. Unaited Nation Educational Scientific and Cultural (UNESCO)
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1. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS)
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Assessing the Knowledge of Ordinary School Teachers about
Students with Special Needs and Inclusive Education and their
Readiness to Accept these Students in their Class: A Step towards
Successful Inclusion

Naser Gholami®

Abstract

The challenging presence of students with special needs in the regular
classroom in the form of inclusive education and in line with educational justice
requires conditions for success. After a purposeful review of various researches
in this field, it became clear that one of these requirements is sufficient
knowledge of teachers about this group of students and having the necessary
preparation to accept these students in their class. In the present descriptive-
survey research, a questionnaire made by the researcher based on the opinions
of professors, after preliminary implementation and necessary corrections, was
distributed among 107 primary school teachers in Bijar who were selected as a
sample. Their level of knowledge about students with special needs and
inclusive education and their readiness to accept these students in the classroom
was assessed. The findings indicated that most of the teachers in the sample did
not have sufficient and appropriate knowledge of students with special needs
and inclusive education. The results of one-sample t-test showed that teachers'
knowledge was significantly lower than the hypothetical average and most of
them were not ready to teach in an inclusive environment. Finally, solutions to
improve this situation were suggested.

Keywords: Inclusive Education, Teacher Knowledge, Students with Special
Needs
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